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Truth telling vital in national  
healing 

 

BULAWAYO – CIVIL society has strongly voiced the need for 
truth-telling as a requisite for holistic national healing, peace 
and reconciliation following a National Peace and Reconcilia-
tion Conference that  ran from 28 October to 31 October under 
the auspisces of the annual Ideas Festival in Bulawayo. 

 

The Reconciliation Conference was organised by Bulawayo 
Agenda in conjunction with the Church and Civil Society Forum 
(CCSF) and was attended by over 70 delegates representing the 
churches, civic society, academia and media who all concurred 
that there is need for a commission on National Healing to be 
set up so as to lay the past to rest, especially on issues that 
have haunted the nation since independence. 

 

Wadzanai Vere of the CCSF and Women’s Coalition of Zimba-
bwe, in her speech on working together towards a national 
peace framework which dwelt on key areas of consensus on 
process, content and structure, said: 

“…the civil society, churches and government have a 
mandate to strengthen localised mechanisms or sys-
tems of truth telling and peace building.” 

 

Meanwhile in a speech presented on her behalf, S Zembe who 
is the Principal Director for Organ for National Healing, Recon-
ciliation and Integration (ONHRI) echoed the same sentiments 
on peace building.  

“It is my belief that the ideas which we are going to 
impart to each other,” Zembe said, “will strengthen 
our capabilities as individuals, churches, civil society, 
academia, business people, ministers of the word of 
God, religious leaders and influential citizens to ensure 
that social justice, peace and dignity are entrenched as 
essential ingredients of human life.”  

 

The delegates noted that national healing is not about settling 
political scores but that it had to address economic and social 
issues that society has been fighting over. One participant only 
identified as Ndlovu said, there was need to talk about the past 
so that we heal conflict at national level, institutional, family 
and societal level. 

 

The forum provided a platform for participation to unpack the 
constitution and further relate various sections with the Na-
tional Peace and Reconciliation Commission aimed at enhanc-
ing understanding of and programming for peace by churches 
and civil society organisations. The conference also highlighted 
actions that CSOs can explore to contribute towards a meaning-
ful outcome of the national reconciliation agenda and peace 
building initiatives. 
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Desist from Partisan Politics and De-urbanise – CSOs Urged 

BULAWAYO - CIVIL Society Organisations should desist from engaging in partisan politics and pursue the democratisation agen-

da that will benefit all Zimbabweans across the political divide, according to Sipho Theys, the National Coordinator of South 

African Forum for International Solidarity (SAFIS). 

 

Theys was speaking during a CSOs Roundtable organised by Bulawayo Agenda (BA) in partnership with Crisis in Zimbabwe Coa-

lition (CiZC), as part of the 6th annual Ideas festival celebrations in Bulawayo where civil society also resolved to move more 

into rural areas where most Zimbabweans reside, beyond urban constituencies. 

 

“It is very important that CSO’s do not become too close to political parties because if you do that you risk losing your 

independence and credibility,” Theys said. “If we do not act as responsible citizens we will also lose the credibility of 

representing the voices of the poor and those marginalized.” 

 

In response to this piece of advice, CSOs leaders present in the meeting noted that: 

 

 “… the umbilical cord between civil society and the MDCs is still largely intact. And, going forward, the starting point is 

to cut that umbilical cord. Civil Society needs to go back to basics and to their mandates. Civil society needs to be pre-

cisely that civil and not partisan.  

 

“Elsewhere, most effective CSOs are issue-based and not spread out across 

the governance domains.” 

 

Theys also encouraged local CSOs to seriously consider advocating for independent 

commissions, which will help protect the work of non-governmental organisations, 

and enhance constitutionalism.  

 

“You should collectively lobby for independent gender, media, human 

rights and any other commissions that will promote constitutionalism,” he 

said. 

 

CSOs also resolved to cure their obsession with “bright lights”, which in practice, means getting out of Harare, Bulawayo and 

other provincial centres, and be anchored in the people at the grassroots level. 

 

 

The need for CSOs to constantly and consistently work together was emphasized throughout the conference which was attend-

ed by representatives from across the country, while stressing the need for Civil Society to de-urbanise as it is presently more 

of an urban phenomenon. 

Sipho Theys (right) SAFIS National Coordinator 

Nixon Nyikdzino (left) CiZC Programs  Manager 
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De-Industrialisation: Retrenched workers pour their hearts out 

BULAWAYO – EMOTIONS ran high during a Public Policy Hear-

ing organised by Bulawayo Agenda (BA) as part of the 6th edi-

tion of the Ideas Festival last week when workers who have 

been laid-off and those who have gone for months without 

receiving their salaries due to the collapse of industries in Bu-

lawayo shared their ordeal.  

 

Employees from Marvo Stationery, Na-

tional Blankets and Merlin gave 

heartrending accounts of how they and 

their families have struggled to make 

ends meet due to non payment of their 

salaries. 

“Many of the people who were 

retrenched have no alternative 

sources of income and they 

have been reduced to beg-

gars,”said an emotional 

Nyasha Mugurasave, who is 

Chairman of the Merlin Work-

ers Committee.    

“Many of them are wallowing in poverty and their 

children have stopped going to school because their 

parents cannot pay school fees.”  

 

Mugurasave alleged that the demise of Merlin was due to 

company owner Delma Lupepe’s mismanagement and his 

desire to maintain a tight grip on all sections of the company, 

despite limited knowledge of the textile industry. 

“When Lupepe took over the company in 2004 he 

appointed his close friend Miyet Mpofu as the Man-

aging Director, a man who had no experience on tex-

tiles,” charged a distraught Mugurasave. “They con-

tinued to make declarations that seriously hurt the 

company despite advice from experienced employees.  

“Now look, hundreds of people are suffering because 

of that and our children’s future has been doomed.”. 

 

Between 2009 and 2011 Merlin employees allegedly went for 

almost two years without getting their salaries although the 

company was exporting products to other regional countries. 

When the workers committee attempted to engage company 

owners they were all fired, while an additional 41 more em-

ployees were dismissed the following month allegedly for 

sabotaging activities at the company.  

Mugurasave said all these people plus many others who con-

tinued to report for work although production has stopped 

were the bread winners in their families, and they are now 

stranded. 

 

Sharing similar struggles at the same meeting, 

three National Blankets Company former em-

ployees, Mlungisi Dube, Patrick Mugove and 

Mehluli Phuthi, said that they are unable to 

make ends meet ever since they were re-

trenched in 2009.   

“Why is the government failing to act on the 

issue of de-industrialisation of Bulawayo?” 

Phuthi asked. “Our children can no longer go 

to school, they do not have food and we can 

hardly survive.  

“Why should we suffer like this when we have 

a government that claims to be responsible?”. 

 

Mbonisi Moyo of Marvo Stationery also highlighted the chal-

lenges that they are now going through due to the company’s 

decision to import branded books from a South African com-

pany called Freedom Stationery.  

“Production has stopped at the company. Most work-

ers have been laid-off because we are now receiving 

books from South Africa,” Moyo said. “Those of us 

who are remaining have gone for ten months without 

receiving our salaries.  

“The situation is bad. Our families are starving.”. 

 

The issue of the demise of industries in Bulawayo continues to 

make headlines and the government is yet to proffer a sus-

tainable solution after the failure of the much publicised Dis-

tressed Industries and Marginalised Areas Fund (DIMAF) 

scheme. 

 

The Public Policy Hearing brought together economists, indus-

trialists, workers unions, government and the public in an 

attempt to find solutions to the continuing collapse of indus-

tries in  Bulawayo.  

The National Blankets is one of the companies 

that have fallen on hard times 
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Informal Traders Threaten Council with Court Action 

BULAWAYO – AT a meeting held to mark the beginning of the 6th edition of the annual Ideas Festival, which ran from 31 Octo-

ber to 2November 2013, informal traders and transporters who are facing eviction from Basch Street Terminus popularly 

known as Egodini threatened to take the Bulawayo City Council to court if they are not consulted on the issue.  

 

Addressing more than 100 citizens at a public meeting organised by Bulawayo Agenda (BA) in collaboration with Zimbabwe 

Chamber of Economies Association (ZCEA), a union of informal traders, ZCEA Chairman Edward Manning threatened the city 

council with court action if vendors are not given a viable alternative.  

 

“We want better consultation and we expect town planners to come and explain what is happening not politi-

cians,”Manning said. “We are prepared to go to court if the council dumps us.  

 

“We have heard rumours that vendors will be moved to Amakhosi Cultural Centre, which is not acceptable.” 

 

Manning added that there are more than 800 vending stalls at the 

terminus, and the city council is still not clear on where all these peo-

ple will go pointing out that this move was likely to affect thousands 

of livelihoods that are dependant of these stalls. 

 

Bulawayo Public Transporters Association Chairman Strike Ndlovu 

said that they are concerned about their future although the project 

is likely to create more employment opportunities for people in Bula-

wayo.  

 

“We want the city council to do proper planning and consider the plight of the people who are earning a living through 

that place,” Ndlovu said. “We only have two months left before we are moved from the terminus and by now the coun-

cil should be telling us where to go.  

 

“We do not want a situation where people will be stranded and out of business.” 

 

Addressing at the same meeting, Bulawayo Mayor, Councillor Martin Moyo said they are still deliberating on where these busi-

ness people will be relocated.  

“The council will organise another meeting so that we discuss the possible points where people can be moved,” he sad. 

 

Bulawayo Mayor on collision course with vendors 
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The city council is expected to embark on the construction that will turn Egodini into a regional and international transport hub 

with a state-of-the-art shopping complex. Construction is expected to resume early next year by a South African engineering 

company Tearracota (Pvt) Ltd. 

The Mayor said while disadvantaging the vendors the project will benefit the city at large and pleaded with all stakeholders to 

assist in ensuring that the project is a success. 

 

“Let us all support and own this project because it is ours,” Moyo said. “This is going to be a regional terminus for Afri-

ca and will reduce unemployment levels and improve the City of Bulawayo.”. 

 

The complex will accommodate transporters and vendors after completion.  

Women bemoan lack of political space 

BULAWAYO – CIVIL society members and delegates at a Young Women’s Conference held at the National Art Gallery in Bula-

wayo as part on the Ideas Festival, on Thursday 31 October, unanimously agreed that women needed to vigorously lobby for 

equality in politics because men continue to hold onto influential positions.   

 

The delegates arrived at the conclusion that the Zimbabwean political landscape is still dominated by men despite constitution-

al provisions that seek to address the issue of gender equality in politics, while Belinda Gumbo, a gender activist, called on 

young women to take advantage of the opportunities afforded them by the Constitution. 

 

“There are opportunities for young women as encapsulated in the Constitution,” said Gumbo, during the meeting. 

“There are sixty 60 seats reserved for women.  

“As young women we should lobby for inclusion in the women’s party list so that we participate in mainstream politics 

and positively contribute to the developments of this country.” 

 

Gumbo also highlighted that young women have become apathetic to political participation because they believe that nothing 

changes despite their voting or participation. 

 

“Some young women stay out of politics because they are afraid and believe that politics is violent,” she added.  

 

Participants were encouraged to participate in other decision making processes like budget consultation meetings and ward 

meetings as such platforms could aid in propelling them to national politics. 

 

The meeting was collaboration between Bulawayo Agenda (BA) and Zimbabwe Young Women’s Network for Peace Building 

(ZYWNPB) and attracted participants from across the country. 

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


